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1
ELECTRONIC GUIDANCE FOR RESTORING
A PREDETERMINED CABLING
CONFIGURATION

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to scalable computer sys-
tems, and more particularly to interconnecting multiple
server chassis of a scalable computer system.

2. Background of the Related Art

Large computer systems are commonly assembled from a
plurality of rack-mountable server chassis, such as in a data-
center. A datacenter typically includes numerous equipment
racks which collectively support a large number of server
chassis in a high-density server configuration. Each server
generally includes a plurality of connection ports providing
scalability by allowing any number of chassis to be intercon-
nected in a desired configuration. The particular configura-
tion of such a computer system is determined in part by the
specific connections made between ports using cables, and
may require or be facilitated by making the connections in a
particular sequence. The numerous connections and the spe-
cific manner in which chassis must be connected to achieve a
particular configuration can make assembling a computer
system on-site challenging and time-consuming.

Furthermore, a computer manufacturer or system designer
may desire to set up, configure and test a system in one facility
before the system is shipped to its ultimate destination. Once
the system has been qualified, the system is disassembled for
shipment. However, if the cables do not connect the system
components in the same manner as they were connected
during qualification, then the system may not perform the
same as it did in the test facility.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method, comprising detecting the disconnection of cables
between ports of a plurality of chassis in a computer system,
wherein each cable initially connects a port of one chassis to
aport of another chassis; each chassis electronically storing a
sequence in which the ports of that chassis are disconnected;
and guiding re-cabling of the computer system by sequen-
tially illuminating visual indicators associated with two ports
to be reconnected.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
computer program product including computer usable pro-
gram code embodied on a computer usable storage medium.
The computer program product comprises computer usable
program code for detecting the disconnection of cables from
aplurality of ports of'a computer chassis, wherein each cable
initially connects a port of the computer chassis to a port of
another computer chassis; computer usable program code for
electronically storing a sequence in which the plurality of
ports are disconnected; and computer usable program code
for guiding re-cabling of the chassis by sequentially illumi-
nating visual indicators associated with the plurality of ports.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention provides
a computer system, comprising a plurality of chassis, each
chassis having a plurality of communication ports. Each chas-
sis has a plurality of visual indicators, wherein each visual
indicator is uniquely associated with a respective one of the
communication ports. A plurality of removable cables con-
nect the chassis in a particular cabling configuration, wherein
each cable connects a unique port pair consisting of a port of
one chassis and a port of another chassis. A chassis manage-
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ment entity resides on each chassis, wherein each chassis
management entity is configured for detecting the order in
which the ports of its chassis are disconnected from their
respective port pairs. The chassis management entities are
configured to cooperatively visually guide a re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially identifying the port pairs to
be reconnected, wherein identifying each port pair includes
illuminating the visual indicators of each port pair to be
reconnected using a matching illumination pattern.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a computer system that
includes four server chassis interconnected in an example of
a specific cabling configuration.

FIG. 2 is a group of tables that provide information about
port disconnection during disassembly of the system.

FIG. 3 is a chart representing a sequence of illumination
patterns used to guide the re-cabling of the four chassis to
restore the cabling configuration of FIG. 1

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention include a system
and method for electronically monitoring the removal of
cables from a fully cabled computer system and for subse-
quently guiding the reconnection of the cables to restore the
original cabling configuration. A system may initially be fully
cabled according to a particular cabling configuration, such as
for testing and verification at a factory. The tested and verified
computer system may then be disassembled, including
removing the cables, prior to packing and shipping the com-
puter system. Management controllers consisting of hard-
ware and software elements on the chassis can record the
cabling configuration prior to disassembly, and/or track the
progressive removal of cables and other entities as the system
is broken down to a shippable state. After shipping the com-
ponents of the system to a site, electronic visual guidance is
provided by the components of the system to guide a human
installer to restore the initial configuration. For example,
LEDs associated with connection ports may guide a user
through re-cabling the system.

In an example embodiment disclosed below, four server
chassis are initially cabled in a particular cabling configura-
tion. According to the cabling configuration, a plurality of
ports of a chassis are each connected by a cable to a corre-
sponding port of another chassis. The two ports connected by
each cable are referred to as a port pair. Each chassis includes
hardware and software for monitoring the disconnection of
cables from the ports. Details regarding the disconnection of
ports of each chassis may be electronically stored in tables.
Such details include the order in which the ports of a particu-
lar chassis are disconnected, and the order in which the chas-
sis is disconnected from the rest of the system. This electroni-
cally stored information is used to visually guide a human
installer to re-cable the system by illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with the ports. For example, the ports of each
port pair to be reconnected may be illuminated with a match-
ing visual pattern. Additionally, the visual indicators associ-
ated with each port pair may be sequentially illuminated to
guide a particular sequence in which the port pairs are to be
reconnected. In one embodiment, the sequence in which the
port pairs are to be reconnected is the reverse of the sequence
in which the port pairs were disconnected.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an example computer
system 10 that includes four server chassis 20 interconnected
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in a specific cabling configuration using six cables 12. The
four chassis 20 are individually identified in the figure as
Chassis “A,” Chassis “B,” Chassis “C,” and Chassis “D.” Each
chassis 20 includes four ports 14. For purpose of discussion,
each port 14 is uniquely identified in the figure by a port
identifier beginning with the letter of the chassis 20. For
example, Chassis A includes four ports, labeled A1, A2, A3,
and A4, Chassis B includes four ports, labeled B1, B2, B3,
and B4, and so forth. Each port 14 may include a connector
structure that physically and electrically connects an end of a
cable 12 to that port. A variety of suitable electrical connector
structures are known in the art, and need not be discussed in
extensive detail here. The six cables 12 are also labeled in the
figure using circled numerals 1 to 6. The six cables 12 may be
referred to, respectively, as Cable 1, Cable 2, etc. A plurality
of electronic visual indicators 22 are provided on the chassis
20, with each visual indicator 22 being uniquely associated
with arespective port 14. Each of the visual indicators 22 may
comprise an illuminable element, such as a lamp or light-
emitting diode (LED). The visual indicators 22 are used to
visually guide the re-cabling of each chassis 20, as further
discussed below.

Each cable 12 includes two ends 13, 15, and is connected at
one end 13 to a specific port 14 on one chassis 20, and coupled
at the other end 15 to a specific port 14 on another chassis 20.
Each pair of ports connected by a cable 12 is referred to as a
“port pair.” Each cable 12 connects a different port pair to
provide a communication pathway along the cable 12
between the two ports of the respective port pair. For example,
Cable 1 connects port C4 to port D3 in a port pair C4-D3, to
enable electronic communication between Chassis C at port
C4 and port Chassis D at port D3 Likewise, Cable 2 connects
port pair B4-D2 to enable electronic communication between
ports B4 and D2, and so forth. The system 10 is considered
fully cabled or fully connected in FIG. 1, in that each chassis
20 is connected to each of the other three chassis 20 by at least
one cable 12.

Each chassis 20 includes a chassis management element
(CME) 16. At least one of the chassis 20 includes a manage-
ment appliance 18. The management appliance may be
embodied as a blade that is preloaded with management soft-
ware which assumes the rest of the previous CME function-
ality and more. The CME 16 may be entirely firmware, while
the management appliance 18 may be entirely software. The
CME 16 and management appliance 18 cooperate to enable
guided cabling, but are different entities. The CME 16 con-
tains low-level chassis management control code, including
logic for activation of the visual indicators 22 (e.g. LEDs or
lamps) involved in guiding the re-cabling of the system 10 to
restore the original cabling configuration. The chassis 20 on
which the management application 18 resides (in this
instance, Chassis A) may be referred to as the master chassis.
The master chassis may monitor and record disconnections
associated with its ports 14 and the ports 14 of the other three
chassis 20 in the system 10, where disconnections between
the other chassis is communicated with the master chassis via
the cables 12. The CME 16 on each chassis 20 and the man-
agement appliance 18 on at least one of the chassis 20 coop-
erate to monitor the removal of cables 12 during disassembly
of the system, and subsequently guide cable connections
visually to restore the specific cabling configuration.

In one embodiment, each CME 16 is configured with an
ability to communicate with its peers (the other CMEs 16) on
the other chassis 20, in which case the CME 16 on one of the
chassis 20 may include the management appliance. In another
embodiment, the management appliance 18 resides in one of
the chassis 20 on hardware separate from the CME 16 of that
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chassis 20, and the management appliance 18 has connectiv-
ity to each of the CMEs 16 via a common inter-chassis man-
agement network. Each CME 16 has control of the local
chassis resources in the chassis 20 on which it resides. This
control is normally hardwired into a fixed configuration,
requiring no cabling to arrive at a configuration where an
embodiment of this invention can be employed. That is, the
dependencies between the LEDs or other visual indicators 22
and the CME 16 of a particular chassis 20 are met by hard
configuration at the factory. There is a requirement for the
CMEs 16 to be connected to a common management network
in order to perform the re-assembly sequencing. However,
this cabling is generally not port-specific and would be con-
sidered a precursor to the reassembly, not part of the chassis
reconfiguration process. In an embodiment of the invention
where all cables 12 are given a unique LED/lamp sequencing,
this connectivity is no longer required. For example, in a
configuration wherein six cables are used to connect twelve
ports, six distinct LED sequences can be illuminated on the
twelve ports without loss of fidelity.

The CME 16 on each chassis 20 can detect when any of its
ports is disconnected from the port of another chassis 20 (i.e.
the other port in the corresponding port pair). For example, a
presence detector may be included with each port 14 to detect
the physical removal of an end of a cable from that port 14. In
one embodiment of a presence detector, a port 14 on a chassis
20 may detect when it has become disconnected from the
other port in the corresponding port pair by the loss of elec-
trical communication between the two ports 14 in the port
pair, without directly sensing the physical removal of the
cable. In this embodiment, the loss of electrical communica-
tion between the two ports 14 of the port pair indicate that the
port pair is disconnected regardless of whether the cable 12 is
removed from one or both ports 14 of a port pair. For example,
port pair B4-D2 will be disconnected as a result of removing
either a first end 13 from port D2 or a second end 15 from port
B4, although both ends 13, 15 of that cable 12 will typically
be removed during disassembly. The management appliance
18 electronically monitors and records a disconnection
sequence, which is the sequence in which port pairs are dis-
connected by removing a cable from at least one port of the
respective port pair.

In disassembling the system 10, the six cables 12 labeled
from Cable 1 to Cable 6 are removed, in that order, from the
ports 14, to disconnect all of the port pairs C4-D3, B4-D2, etc.
It should be understood that this particular order of cable
removal is not necessary for the functioning of the method.
Rather, the cable removal order is presented for the purpose of
providing a specific example. The cable numbers were then
assigned to conveniently facilitate discussion of this order. In
an actual implementation of the system, the cable removal
order may vary and there is no need to actually label or
number any of the cables (though they may be labeled for
further convenience), ports or chassis.

During disassembly, Chassis A is purposely the last chassis
20 to be fully disconnected, so that the management appliance
18 may be continually informed of the removal of cables 12
from the ports 14 of the other three chassis 20. During the
disassembly process, each cable 12 is removed at one or both
ends 13, 15 from the respective port 14 to which it is shown
connected in FIG. 1. Although removing just one end of a
cable 12 has the effect of disconnecting the corresponding
port pair, each cable 12 will typically be fully removed from
both ports 14 of a respective port pair in the process of
disassembling the system 10, which as a practical matter
allows the cables 12 to be transported separately from the
chassis 20. During disassembly, the management appliance
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18 monitors and stores the order in which all of the cables 12
in the system 10 are disconnected, while the CME 16 of each
individual chassis 20 monitors and stores the order of discon-
nections involving its own ports 14, as well as the order in
which the individual chassis was fully disconnected. Option-
ally, the data collected by the management appliance 18 and
the CME 16, as a result of monitoring the disassembly, is
stored in tables, such as those shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a group of tables 30, 41-44 storing information
that is collected by the CME 16 and management appliance
18 during disassembly of the system 10. One table is a man-
agement appliance table 30 residing on the management
appliance 18 that tracks the order in which the port pairs are
disconnected as the six cables 12 are sequentially discon-
nected from the system 10 (i.e. a “disconnection sequence”).
The management appliance table 30 may be generated by and
stored on the management appliance 18, which resides on the
master chassis. Additionally, CME tables 41-44 are also gen-
erated for the individual chassis 20. Each CME table 41-44
indicates the sequence in which the ports of the respective
chassis 20 are disconnected from the other port (residing on
another chassis) of the corresponding port pair. Each CME
Table 41-44 may be stored on the CME 16 of the respective
chassis 20. It should be recognized that it is within the scope
of the present invention to store a disconnection order, a
corresponding reconnection order (i.e., the reverse of the
disconnection order), or both.

Referring first to the management appliance table 30, a
total of six rows 35 are provided, with each row relating to one
of the port pairs from the fully cabled system 10 of FIG. 1.
Column 31 indicates the sequence in which the port pairs are
disconnected. Columns 32 and 33 list the identities of the
ports of each disconnected port pair. Optional column 34
includes information about each cable. This cable informa-
tion may include an identity ofthe cable so that the same cable
may be used to reconnect the ports of the port pair when the
system 10 is reassembled. The information about the Cable
12 may be automatically collected before the cable is discon-
nected. Such information may include a size and/or type of
the cable, so that a cable of the same type and having the same
or similar size (but not necessarily the same cable) may be
used to subsequently reconnect the ports of the port pair. In an
optional embodiment, the visual indicators 22 may be used
for the additional purpose of indicating the type, size or length
of cable necessary to form the connection.

The first cable that was removed in the previous discon-
nection sequence (Cable 1) disconnected ports C4 and D3.
Thus, the first row 35 of the management appliance table 30
indicates that port pair C4-D3 was the first port pair to be
disconnected in the disconnection sequence. Similarly, the
second row indicates port pair B4-D2 was the second port pair
to be disconnected; the third row indicates port pair B3-C2
was the third port pair to be disconnected; the fourth row
indicates port pair A4-D1 was the fourth port pair to be
disconnected; the fifth row indicates port pair A3-C1 was the
fifth port pair to be disconnected; and the sixth row indicates
port pair A2-B1 was the sixth and final port pair to be discon-
nected in the disconnection sequence of column 31. It should
be emphasized that this data is typically collected and stored
as each port pair is disconnected. This is not a predetermined
sequence, but a record of what actually happened during
disassembly of the system.

The management appliance table 30 may be generated by
the management appliance 18, according to disconnections
reported by the CMEs 16 on the four chassis 20. Chassis A is
purposely the last chassis to be fully disconnected. In the
illustrated example, the disassembly is performed so that
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Chassis B happens to be the last chassis to be fully discon-
nected from the master Chassis A, which allows the manage-
ment appliance 18, on Chassis A, to monitor the entire dis-
connection sequence. The restriction of Chassis A being the
last chassis to be fully disconnected may be enforced via
disassembly instructions. In one embodiment, a chassis man-
agement controller is included in the chassis, and the chassis
management controller may be provided with control logic to
identify the master chassis. In another embodiment, the des-
ignation of a master chassis may be electronically contained
within the CME 16 of the master chassis. The identity of a
particular chassis as being the master chassis may be con-
veyed to the person disassembling the system, such as via an
LED or other electronic visual indicator. Information about
each port pair disconnected in the disconnection sequence
may be communicated to the management appliance 18 on
Chassis A via any of the remaining cable connections. For
example, when port pair B3-C2 is disconnected by removal of
Cable 3, the removal of Cable 3 may be communicated either
from Chassis B to Chassis A via Cable 6 or from Chassis C to
Chassis A via Cable 5. As another example, when port pair
A3-C1 is disconnected by removal of Cable 5, the manage-
ment appliance 18 on Chassis A may directly detect that the
connection between port pair A3-C1 is no longer present.
Each chassis 20 is fully disconnected when none of its ports
14 remain connected to a port of another chassis. The deter-
mination of when each chassis 20 becomes fully discon-
nected may be determined from the information stored in the
management appliance table 30. In particular, it may be deter-
mined from the management appliance table 30 when every
port 14 of a chassis 20 that was initially connected to the port
of another chassis in FIG. 1 is subsequently no longer con-
nected. For example, in the fully cabled system 10 of FIG. 1,
Chassis D is initially connected at ports D1, D2, and D3 to
ports of the other three chassis 20. It may be determined from
the management appliance table 30 that Chassis D becomes
fully disconnected in step 4 of the disconnection sequence
(via disconnection of Cable 4), when all three ports D1, D2,
and D3 have been disconnected. It may be similarly deter-
mined from the management appliance table 30 that Chassis
C becomes fully disconnected in step 5 of the disconnection
sequence (via disconnection of Cable 5), and that Chassis B
becomes fully disconnected from Chassis A in step 6 of the
disconnection sequence (via disconnection of Cable 6).
Each CME table 41-44 is stored in memory accessible to
the CME 16 that resides within the respective chassis 20.
Each CME table 41-44 identifies the order in which the ports
of the respective chassis 20 were disconnected from their
respective port pairs. Specifically, the CME table 41 for Chas-
sis A resides on the CME 16 of Chassis A, and reflects that the
ports of Chassis A were disconnected from their associated
port pairs in the order of A4, A3 and then A2 (i.e., the ports are
listed from top to bottom in the CME table in the order in
which they were disconnected). Likewise, the CME table 42
for Chassis B indicates that the ports of Chassis B were
disconnected in the order B4, B3, B1; the CME table 43 for
Chassis C indicates that the ports of Chassis C were discon-
nected in the order C4, C2, C1; and the CME Table 44 for
Chassis D indicates that the ports of Chassis D were discon-
nected in the order D3, D2, D1. The last row 45 of each CME
table 41-44 indicates the order in which the respective chassis
became fully disconnected from Chassis A. That is, the CME
table 44 for Chassis D indicates that Chassis D was the first
chassis to become fully disconnected, the CME table 43 for
Chassis C indicates that Chassis C was the second chassis to
become fully disconnected, and the CME table 42 indicates
that Chassis B was the last chassis to become fully discon-
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nected from Chassis A. Chassis A is merely designated as the
chassis containing the management appliance. Again, it
should be emphasized that, for each Chassis, this data is
typically collected and stored on a real time basis as each port
of the Chassis is disconnected. This is not a predetermined
sequence, but a record of what actually happened during
disassembly of the system.

The information collected and stored in the tables 30,
41-44 will be used to guide the subsequent a re-cabling of the
computer system of FIG. 1 to achieve the original cabling
configuration of FIG. 1, using a re-connection sequence
according to one or more embodiment of the invention. In one
embodiment of a reconnection sequence, port pairs are recon-
nected in a reverse order of the port pair disconnection
sequence. In another embodiment of a reconnection
sequence, the chassis are fully reconnected in an order that is
the reverse of the order in which the chassis were fully dis-
connected. Other reconnection sequences may be used within
the scope of the invention so that the system, to guide the
re-cabling of the computer system and ensure that the con-
nections are made correctly to restore the original configura-
tion shown in FIG. 1.

It should be recognized that, at the very initial stages of
re-assembling a system, each chassis 20 is connected to a
power source but does not yet have communication with any
of'the other chassis. Accordingly, the behavior of each chassis
20 is governed by the data that is stored and accessible by its
CME 16, as well as predetermined logic or rules that are
executed by the CME. While the management appliance may
have enough data to fully characterize the reconnection of the
system (see table 30), the individual CMEs 16 only have
access to their own data (see tables 41-44) and logic. Each
CME 16 will implement the predetermined logic or rules that
govern how it should use its visual indicators 22 in combina-
tion with its data to guide an appropriate re-connection
sequence.

In one embodiment, the CME logic or rules may be
expressed as follows:

(1) The chassis in the system should be fully reconnected in
the reverse of the order in which they were disconnected.
Accordingly, the chassis with the management appli-
ance is the first chassis to be fully reconnected. When
one chassis completes its full reconnection, then at least
the next chassis is notified of its turn to be fully recon-
nected.

(2) The ports of an individual chassis should be recon-
nected in the reverse of the order in which they were
disconnected.

(3) When a chassis is having its turn being fully recon-
nected, then its visual indicators should blink in accor-
dance with the order in which its ports should be recon-
nected. For clarity, it is preferred that the chassis having
its turn being fully reconnected will only blink its next
port to be reconnected, but the other ports to be recon-
nected in that chassis may simultaneously blink since
they will blink a different number of times.

(4) When a chassis is not having its turn being fully recon-
nected, then the next port in that chassis to be recon-
nected should blink its visual indicator a number of
times in accordance with its current place in the order to
be reconnected to the chassis with the management
appliance. For example, in a four chassis system, the last
chassis to be fully reconnected would initially be the
third chassis to be fully reconnected to the chassis with
the management appliance, so its first port to be recon-
nected should blink three times. However, after two
chassis have been fully reconnected, the last chassis to
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be fully reconnected would be in second place to be fully
reconnected since only two chassis are still not fully
reconnected.

In accordance with the rules of the foregoing embodiment,
FIG. 3 is a chart 50 representing a sequence of illumination
patterns of the visual indicators 22 for guiding the re-cabling
of the four chassis 20 of FIG. 1. Each row of the table 50
represents an illumination pattern of the visual indicators at a
particular step of a re-connection sequence. During each step,
the visual pattern identifies ports of a single port pair to be
reconnected, so that a human operator may connect opposing
ends ofa cable to the ports of the port pair. Any visual pattern
may be used. In this embodiment, by way of example, the
visual pattern comprises a number of blinks, separated by a
pause. In the table 50, a single blink is represented by a “1,”
two blinks in close succession followed by a pause are rep-
resented by a “2,” and three blinks in close succession fol-
lowed by a pause are represented by a “3.” A dash (“-”)
represents a non-blinking port. Ports that are blinking the
same number of times should be connected by a cable.

The illumination patterns of the various ports at each step
may be independently determined by each chassis from the
information contained within the CME tables 41-44 of FIG.
2. Although the management application table 30 is more
instructive of the overall reconnection process, it is not nec-
essary to maintain such a table to perform the reconnection
sequence of the present embodiment. Still, the management
application table 30 might be helpful to assure proper recon-
nection on a system if one chassis was damaged in shipment
and had to be replaced with a unit having a CME without the
proper data.

In step 1 of the reconnection sequence (row 1 of table 50 in
FIG. 3), after the chassis are all powered on, each chassis
blinks a visual indicator associated with one of its ports.
Chassis A blinks port A2 with a “1” (single blink pattern)
because it is designated as the first chassis to become fully
reconnected, and port A2 was its last port disconnected. Chas-
sis B, C and D know their disconnection order (3", 2%, 19
and, therefore, their reconnection order (1%, 2"¢, 3"%) respec-
tively. Chassis B will blink its first reconnection port, B1, with
a “1” since Chassis B will be the first chassis to be fully
reconnected after the Chassis A is fully reconnected. Chassis
C will blink its first reconnection port, C1, with a “2” since
Chassis C will be the second chassis (other than Chassis A) to
be fully reconnected. Similarly, Chassis D will blink port D1
with a “3”.

An installer will then connect a cable between the two ports
blinking the same pattern. Initially, this means connecting a
cable between ports A2 and B1. Once the cable establishes
this connection, the connection is detected by both Chassis A
and Chassis B such that the visual indicators of ports A2 and
B1 may stop blinking and the CME logic moves to the next
step.

In step 2, Chassis A now blinks port A3 with a “2” (double
blink pattern) since Chassis A is still the chassis being fully
reconnected and port A3 is the second port in its reconnection
order. Chassis C still blinking port C1 with a “2”. An installer
will then connect a cable between ports A3 and C1. Upon
connection, the visual indicators for these ports stop blinking.

In step 3, Chassis A blinks port A4 with a “3” since Chassis
A is still the chassis being fully reconnected and port A4 is the
third port in its reconnection order. Chassis D is still blinking
port D1 with a “3”. An installer will then connect a cable
between ports A4 and D1. Upon connection, the visual indi-
cators for these ports stop blinking.

At this point Chassis A is fully reconnected. Chassis B, C
and D become aware of this fact, perhaps through communi-
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cation over the reconnected cables. Chassis B, C and D will
then decrement their chassis reconnect order. Accordingly,
Chassis B takes its turn being the chassis that is being fully
reconnected, and will follow the rules that apply to this new
role. Chassis C is now the 1* chassis in line to be fully
reconnected and Chassis D is now the 2"/ chassis in line to be
fully reconnected. Furthermore, Chassis B, C and D will
decrement their port connect order numbers to reflect that one
port has already been connected. For example, port B3 is the
second port of Chassis B to be reconnected in the overall
sequence, but, upon decrementing at the point that Chassis B
begins its turn to be fully reconnected, port B3 is now the first
port of Chassis B that needs to be reconnected.

In step 4, Chassis B blinks port B3 with a “1” because it is
designated as the current chassis to be fully reconnected, and
port B3 is its first port to be reconnected. Chassis C blinks port
C2 with a “1” since port C2 is its next port to reconnect and
Chassis C is now the first chassis in line to be fully recon-
nected (behind chassis B). Chassis D blinks port D2 with a
“2” since port D2 is its next port to be reconnected and
Chassis D is now the second chassis in line to be fully recon-
nected. An installer will then connect a cable between ports
B3 and C2 since they are both blinking with a “1”. Upon
connection, the visual indicators for these ports stop blinking.

In step 5, Chassis B then blinks port B4 with a “2” since it
is the second port to be reconnected since B began its turn
being fully reconnected. An installed will then connect a
cable between ports B4 and D2 since they are both blinking
with a “2”. At this point Chassis B is fully reconnected.
Chassis C and D become aware of this fact, perhaps directly
or indirectly through communication over the reconnected
cables. Chassis C and D will then decrement their chassis
reconnect order. Accordingly, Chassis C takes its turn being
the chassis that is being fully reconnected, and will follow the
rules that apply to this new role. Chassis D is now the 1%
chassis in line to be fully reconnected. Furthermore, Chassis
C and D will decrement their port connect order numbers to
reflect that one port has already been connected. This leaves
port C4 as the first port in Chassis C that needs to be recon-
nected, and port D3 as the first port in Chassis D that needs to
be reconnected.

In step 6, Chassis C blinks port C4 with a “1” because it is
designated as the current chassis to be fully reconnected, and
port C4 is its first port to be reconnected. Chassis D blinks port
D3 with a “1” since port D3 is its next port to reconnect and
Chassis D is now the first chassis in line to be fully recon-
nected (behind chassis C). Since ports C4 and D3 are both
blinking a “1”, an installer will then connect a cable between
ports C4 and D3 and the visual indicators for these ports will
stop blinking. At this point all of the chassis have been fully
reconnected in the same configuration as they were prior to
earlier disassembly and the process is complete.

In addition to the blinking patterns shown in FIG. 3 to guide
the sequence of reconnecting the cables, visual confirmations
of a completed cable connection may be provided at each
step. A visual confirmation may be provided in response to
the correct two ports being reconnected for a particular port
pair. For example, the first two ports to be connected in the
reconnection sequence are ports A2 and B1. Thus, a visual
confirmation may be provided in response to a cable being
successfully connected at one end to port A2 and at the other
end to port B1. A visual confirmation may also be provided in
response to a port pair being reconnected in the correct
sequence. Alternatively, a visual warning may be provided in
response to a cable being connected to the wrong ports, such
as if an operator incorrectly connected one end to port A2 and
the other end to port C2 when the current port pair to be

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

reconnected is A2-B2. A visual confirmation may be another
illumination pattern distinct from the other illumination pat-
terns selected to guide the connections. For example, a
change in LED color or a rapid blinking pattern that is visu-
ally distinguishable from the other blinking patterns may be
selected for the visual confirmations. Another example of a
visual confirmation may be that the previously illuminated
visual indicators are simply turned off in response to a con-
nection of the correct ports and/or in the correct sequence.

In an alternative embodiment, the management appliance
18 and/or the chassis management elements (CME) 16 record
the cabling configuration prior to disassembly. Recording the
cabling configuration prior to disassembly might include
either recording each cable connection as it is made. How-
ever, recording connections as they are made requires great
care to make the correct connections, since any connection
errors will also be recorded. Alternatively, recording the
cabling configuration might include interrogating each chas-
sis for its connected cables and computing a series of connec-
tions according to a known workable ordering. One non-
limiting example of a workable ordering could include
starting at Chassis 1, Cable 1 and iterate this step through all
Chassis 1 connections, then sequentially move on to each
additional chassis and follow the same steps. However, if the
connection ordering is important, it is necessary to compute
an order since the actual connection or disconnection order
was not recorded. The ability to compute an order must be
embodied in a predetermined software algorithm, which rep-
resents a potential loss of flexibility in following a specific
factory methodology.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
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netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described with refer-
ence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of meth-
ods, apparatus (systems) and computer program products
according to embodiments of the invention. It will be under-
stood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by
computer program instructions. These computer program
instructions may be provided to a processor of a general
purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the processor of
the computer or other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, create means for implementing the functions/acts
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
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also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents and/or groups, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. The
terms “preferably,” “preferred,” “prefer,” “optionally,”
“may,” and similar terms are used to indicate that an item,
condition or step being referred to is an optional (not
required) feature of the invention.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or steps plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but it is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

detecting the disconnection of cables between ports of a

plurality of chassis in a computer system, wherein each
cable initially connects a port of one chassis to a port of
another chassis;
in each chassis, electronically storing a sequence in which
the ports of that chassis are disconnected and electroni-
cally storing an indication of the order in which the
chassis is fully disconnected from the other chassis; and

guiding re-cabling of the computer system by sequentially
illuminating visual indicators associated with two ports
to be reconnected.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual indicators
associated with two ports to be reconnected provide a match-
ing illumination pattern.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes
guiding re-cabling to sequentially reconnect the ports of each
individual chassis in the reverse of the order in which the ports
of that individual chassis were disconnected.
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes:

identifying a current chassis to be fully reconnected; and

illuminating the visual indicators associated with the ports
of the current chassis being fully reconnected in accor-
dance with the order in which its ports should be recon-
nected.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes
guiding re-cabling to sequentially fully reconnect each chas-
sis in the reverse of the order in which the chassis were
disconnected.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes:

for each chassis that is not identified as being the current

chassis to be fully reconnected, illuminating the visual
indicator associated with the next port in that chassis to
be reconnected in accordance with that chassis current
place in the order to be fully reconnected.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing in one of the chassis the sequence in which the port

pairs are disconnected during the disconnection
sequence; and

communicating a reverse of the disconnection sequence to

the other chassis as the other chassis are reconnected.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

operating the visual indicators to generate a visual confir-

mation in response to each reconnection of the two ports
in the pair.
9. A computer program product including computer usable
program code embodied on a non-transitory computer usable
storage medium, the computer program product comprising:
computer usable program code for detecting the discon-
nection of cables between ports of a plurality of chassis
in a computer system, wherein each cable initially con-
nects a port of one chassis to a port of another chassis;

computer usable program code for causing each chassis to
electronically store a sequence in which the plurality of
ports are disconnected;

computer usable program code for causing each chassis to

electronically store an indication of the order in which
the chassis is fully disconnected from the other chassis;
and

computer usable program code for guiding re-cabling of

the computer system by sequentially illuminating visual
indicators associated with two ports to be reconnected.

10. The computer program product of claim 9, wherein
computer usable program code for guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes
computer usable program code for guiding re-cabling to
sequentially reconnect the ports of each individual chassis in
the reverse of the order in which the ports of that individual
chassis were disconnected.

11. The computer program product of claim 9, wherein
computer usable program code for guiding re-cabling of the
computer system by sequentially illuminating visual indica-
tors associated with two ports to be reconnected, includes
computer usable program code for guiding re-cabling to
sequentially fully reconnect each chassis in the reverse of the
order in which the chassis were disconnected.
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12. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
guiding re-cabling of the computer system by sequentially
illuminating visual indicators associated with two ports to be
reconnected, includes:

computer usable program code for illuminating, for each
chassis that is not identified as being the current chassis
to be fully reconnected, the visual indicator associated
with the next port in that chassis to be reconnected in
accordance with the chassis’ current place in the order to
be fully reconnected.

13. The computer program product of claim 9, further

comprising:

computer usable program code for operating the visual
indicators to generate a visual confirmation in response
to each reconnection of the two ports in the pair.

14. A computer system, comprising:

a plurality of chassis, each chassis having a plurality of
communication ports;

a plurality of visual indicators on the chassis, each visual
indicator uniquely associated with a respective one of
the communication ports;

a plurality of cables for removably connecting the chassis
in a particular cabling configuration wherein each cable
connects a unique port pair consisting of a port of one
chassis and a port of another chassis;

achassis management entity residing on each chassis, each
chassis management entity configured for detecting the
order in which the ports of its chassis are disconnected
from their respective port pairs;

wherein the chassis management entities are configured to
cooperatively visually guide a re-cabling of the com-
puter system by sequentially identifying the port pairs to
be reconnected, wherein identifying each port pair
includes illuminating the visual indicators of each port
pair to be reconnected using a matching illumination
pattern.

15. The computer system of claim 14, wherein the chassis
management entity residing on each chassis is further config-
ured to detect the order in which the chassis is fully discon-
nected from a master chassis.

16. The computer system of claim 14, further comprising:

a management appliance residing on one of the chassis, the
management appliance configured for monitoring the
disconnection of cables, including electronically record-
ing a disconnection sequence in which the port pairs are
disconnected.

17. The computer system of claim 14, wherein each chassis
management entity is configured to electronically store in the
respective chassis a sequence in which the ports of that chas-
sis are disconnected from their respective port pairs, and
wherein each chassis is configured to sequentially illuminate
the ports of that chassis in a reverse of the sequence in which
the ports of that chassis are disconnected from their respective
port pairs.

18. The computer system of claim 14, wherein the man-
agement appliance is configured to store in one of the chassis
the sequence in which the port pairs are disconnected during
the disconnection sequence, and to communicate a reverse of
the disconnection sequence to the other chassis as the other
chassis are reconnected.

19. The computer system of claim 14, wherein each chassis
is configured to operate the visual indicators to provide one or
both of a visual confirmation in response to a reconnection of
the correct two ports in each port pair and a visual notification
in response to a connection of incorrect ports.
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